	SEBRLE IS FIRST TO CROSS THE 9000 POINT THRESHOLD 

By Philip Vassallo
American Dan O’Brien, three-time world champion (Tokyo 1991, Stuttgart 1993, and Goteborg 1995), 1996 Olympic Champion, and former world record holder, had every reason to believe that he would be the first decathlete to surpass the 9,000-point barrier based on the IAAF 1985 scoring tables. But at age 34 and suffering injuries and long periods of idleness, O’Brien missed his chance at last year’s summer Olympics and is all but retired from the sport.
Then came Czech Tomas Dvorak, 28, the two-time world champion (Athens 1997 and Seville 1999) and 1999 IAAF World Combined Events Challenge champion, who broke O’Brien’s record in 1999 at the European Super League meet with an 8,994 total before an enthusiastic home crowd in Prague. Being the only man to reach the 8,900 barrier—and he did it twice— Dvorak would be a smart bet as the man to break 9,000.
A Classic Meeting Gone Astray
And why not at the Hypobank Meeting in Gotzis, Austria? This meet has become an international standard of excellence for the multi-event discipline over the past 22 years. This year, 24 of the world’s best decathletes from 15 nations were registered to compete. (In all, 21 actually did participate.) The world record had been broken there twice, in 1980 and 1982, by another decathlon giant, Briton Daley Thompson. And Dvorak has had amazing success in Gotzis since 1995, taking second place three times and first place the last two, most remarkably with his 8,900-point meet record performance in 2000.
These days, however, a betting person would put even money on the amazingly consistent Estonian, Erki Nool, the 2000 Sydney Olympic champion, European Champion (Budapest 1998), two-time IAAF World Combined Events Challenge winner (1998 and 2000), and himself a two-time Gotzis champion (1995 and 1998). Before Gotzis 2001, the 30-year old Nool had exceeded 8,000 points in 19 of his last 20 decathlons, and he had gone over 8,500 points 10 times. And as a sensation in his home country and beyond, he holds court to a zealous legion of fans that follows him wherever he competes and cheers wildly as he pole vaults in a class all his own (personal best, 5.60 meters/18' 4½").
So the stage was set for Dvorak and Nool, who would meet yet another time on May 26-27, 2001, in Gotzis, and all eyes would be on these two decathlon legends for a classic match.
However, Roman Sebrle, Dvorak’s compatriot, had designs of his own. The 26-year-old Czech made history when he became the first decathlete to shatter the elusive 9,000-point barrier. Incredibly, the 6' 1½", 185 lb. nouveau titan won the competition by a staggering 422 points over Nool. (Dvorak took third.)
Actually, no one should have been surprised that Sebrle had a good chance to win. After all, he was ranked third behind Dvorak and Nool, he was the silver medallist at the Sydney Olympics, and he had a career high of 8,745, when in 2000 he took second place at, of all places, Gotzis. He too had crossed the 8,000-point barrier numerous times (18 since 1996), and 8,500 points 5 times. Furthermore, he had been the runner-up both times that Dvorak surpassed 8,900 points. In the indoor heptathlon, he is the reigning world champion, with a score of 6,420 points (Lisbon 2001), just shy of Dvorak’s European record (6,424, Gent 2000) and O’Brien’s world record (6,476, Toronto 1993). So if Sebrle surprised anyone, he certainly didn’t surprise himself.    
An Amazing Day 1: Saturday, May 26
11:30 a.m. Event 1: 100 Meters
Sebrle started his historic run at the world record by taking an early lead in the competition, equalling his personal best time of 10.64 seconds in the 100 meters, which he had set the previous year at, of course, Gotzis. The 942 points he earned gave him a 4-point lead over Russia’s Lev Lobodin. Luckily, the wind (0 mph) cooperated in making his time legitimate for the IAAF to eventually sanction his world record.
Standing After Event 1: 100 Meters
Athlete
Mark
Event Points
Event Place
Total Points 
Total Place
Sebrle
10.64 seconds
942
1
942
1
Nool
10.73 seconds
922
3
922
3
Dvorak
10.84 seconds
897
5
897
5
12:30 p.m. Event 2: Long Jump

Sebrle not only took first place in the long jump, but he broke the meet record for the event with a leap of 8.11 meters (26' 7½"), outleaping Nool by a foot. He was helped by a slight back wind of 1.9 mph, well within the legal limit. Sebrle gained 1,089 points and already built up a 99-point lead over Nool. After Event 2, Sebrle, Nool, and Dvorak had already begun to distance themselves from the competition.
 Standing After Event 2: LOng jump
Athlete
Mark
Event Points
Event Place
Total Points 
Total Place
Sebrle
8.11 meters (26' 7½")
1,089
1
2,031
1
Nool
7.80 meters (25' 7")
1,010
2
1,932
2
Dvorak
7.69 meters (25' 2¾")
982
3
1,879
3
2:00 p.m. Event 3: Shot Put
Sebrle’s shot put of 15.33 meters (50' 3½") was fifth best in the field, good enough to maintain his lead, which had now risen to 121 points. Nool, who has never been a strong shot putter, faltered by more than two-and-a-half feet from his personal best at the Sydney Olympics. His put of 14.37 meters (47' 1¾") dropped him to third place, which he barely hung on to by 6 points over Lobodin, who won the event with a put of 15.93 meters (52' 3½"). Dvorak, three-and-a-half feet off his personal best, still managed a solid performance, taking second in the event (51' 11¼") and moving to second place overall, 37 points ahead of Nool.  
Standing After Event 3: shot put
Athlete
Mark
Event Points
Event Place
Total Points 
Total Place
Sebrle
15.33 meters (50' 3½")
810
5
2,841
1
Nool
14.37 meters (47' 1¾")
751
14
2,683
3
Dvorak
15.83 meters (51' 11¼")
841
2
2,720
2
3:15 p.m. Event 4: High Jump
The high jump distinguished Sebrle as the day’s most consistent performer of the decathlon triumvirate. His first-place jump of 2.12 meters (6' 11½"), shared with Hungary’s Attila Zsivoczky, gave him 915 points and catapulted his lead 260-points over Dvorak. It also put him 16 points ahead of Dvorak’s world record pace. Dvorak marked relatively poorly in this event, nearly 5 inches off his personal best of 2.09 meters, which he set at Gotzis last year. Nool, who rarely passes the 2.00-meter mark in competition, tied Dvorak with a jump of 1.97 meters (6' 5½"), as Lobodin squeaked into third place ahead of Nool and not far behind Dvorak.
Standing After Event 4: High jump
Athlete
Mark
Event Points
Event Place
Total Points 
Total Place
Sebrle
2.12 meters (6' 11½")
915
Tie – 1 
3,756
1
Nool
1.97 meters (6' 5½")
776
Tie – 8
3,459
4
Dvorak
1.97 meters (6' 5½")
776
Tie – 8 
3,496
2
5:45 p.m. Event 5: 400 Meters

The final event of Day 1 proved that Sebrle was possessed with a Herculean spirit. Six hours after Sebrle began his assault on the record book, he capped the day with a 47.79-second 400-meter run, only 0.03 of a second off his personal best and good for 919 points. His third-place finish in the event solidified his lead at 252 points. He improved his personal best first-day total by an impressive 99 points, and his 4,675 point-run ranked as the fifth best on the all-time list. More significantly, his first day exceeded Dvorak’s record pace by 30 points. The world record, however, appeared safe because Sebrle’s best Day 2 performance was 4,181 points, which would total with his Day 1 number to fall 138 points shy of Dvorak’s 1999 masterpiece in Prague.

Nool, a remarkable 400-meter runner, won the event in 46.89 seconds, the seventh time that he broke 47 seconds and eighteenth time that he broke 48 seconds in a decathlon. His 964 points enabled him to regain second place, while Dvorak’s standard performance of 48.76 dropped him to third place but within a reachable 54 points of Nool.
The field, which had now dwindled to 17 competitors, knew that Sebrle would have to blunder on Sunday to surrender his lead.
Standing After Event 5: 400 meters
Athlete
Mark
Event Points
Event Place
Total Points 
Total Place
Sebrle
47.79 seconds
919
3
4,675
1
Nool
46.89 seconds
964
1
4,423
2
Dvorak
48.76 seconds
873
Tie – 6
4,369
3
 
A Star Is Born on Day 2: Sunday, May 27
9:30 a.m. Event 6: 110-Meter Hurdles
Bright and early on the second day, Sebrle served notice that he was going all-out for the glory.  His 13.92-second performance in the 110-meter hurdles, which he ran into a mild 0.2 mph headwind, came within 0.05 of a second from his personal best in decathlon competition. In doing so, he won his fourth event of the competition and emerged as the class act of Gotzis. His 985 points stretched his lead to a whopping 315 points. At this point, Sebrle was barely ahead of Dvorak’s record pace—by 15 points—but his work was undoubtedly cut out for him. Until that day, he hadn’t excelled in the final four events, so he would have to exceed even his peak performance.
Dvorak, an outstanding hurdler, turned in a solid 13.99-second performance, although it was 0.38 of a second slower than the time he had turned in at the 1997 Athens World Championships. Nevertheless, he accumulated 976 points and retook second place from Nool by a mere 6 points. Nool’s time of 14.46 seconds was a respectable one for him. 
Standing After Event 6: 110-meter hurdles
Athlete
Mark
Event Points
Event Place
Total Points 
Total Place
Sebrle
13.92 seconds
985
1
5,660
1
Nool
14.46 seconds
916
7
5,339
3
Dvorak
13.99 seconds
976
2
5,345
2
10:30 a.m. Event 7: Discus Throw
The discus was the event in which Sebrle stood to surrender as much as half his lead. His inconsistent performance in the discus over the last three years ranged to as low as 42.00 meters. If Dvorak could turn in a toss of 50 meters—which he had done before—he could potentially put a great deal of pressure on Sebrle, with the javelin another strong Dvorak event, still to come.

But, once again, Sebrle delivered: he threw for 47.92 meters (157' 2½"), his best ever in a decathlon competition and second best of the day, for 827 points. Dvorak did not hit 50-meter mark (46.74 meters, 153' 4¼"), but did all he could to keep Sebrle from stretching his astounding lead, which had now risen to 339 points. Nool’s weak throw of 43.32 meters (142' 1½") caused Lobodin to overtake him for third place for the second time in the meet.

At this late point in the meet, Sebrle had a razor-tin lead of points over Dvorak’s record pace:  6,487 – 6,481. 
 
Standing After Event 7: discus throw
Athlete
Mark
Event Points
Event Place
Total Points 
Total Place
Sebrle
47.92 meters (157' 2½")
827
2
6,487
1
Nool
43.32 meters (142' 1½")
732
8
6,071
4
Dvorak
46.74 meters (153' 4¼")
803
3
6,148
2
12:00 p.m. Event 8: Pole Vault

At high noon, many fans in 
Moesle Stadium must have thought about how the pole vault represents the heartbreak event of the decathlon. Since it is the most technically challenging event, it has destroyed the dreams of many a decathlete. Who could forget Dan O’Brien’s cockiness as he passed on the chance of clearing lower heights and ended up clearing no height in the 1992 US Olympic Trials, depriving him of the great likelihood of winning the gold meal at the Barcelona Games? Even Nool, arguably the world’s best vaulter among decathletes, failed to clear a height in the 1999 World Championships at Seville, costing him at least a silver medal.
If Sebrle cleared only the relatively low height of 4.40 meters, as he had last year at the Decastar Meet in Talence, France, and if Nool reached his personal best, Sebrle’s lead could have been cut to 50 points.
Well, Nool did make up some ground on Sebrle, but nowhere near enough to any longer put the outcome of this meet in doubt. Sebrle cleared 4.80 meters (15' 9") for 849 points, only one level from his personal best. His mark was tied for seventh best of the event, and it placed Sebrle 25 points behind Dvorak’s record standard.
Sebrle’s lead was cut to a still-formidable 233 points, as Lobodin leaped into second place with a 5.20-meter (17' 0¾") vault, 28 points ahead of Nool, whose 5.30 meters (17' 4¾") surprised no one in winning the event. Dvorak finished way back, tied for tenth, with a vault of 4.70 meters (15' 5"), moving him to fourth place, 108 points behind Nool.
Standing After Event 8: pole vault
Athlete
Mark
Event Points
Event Place
Total Points 
Total Place
Sebrle
4.80 meters (15' 9")
849
Tie – 7 
7,336
1
Nool
5.30 meters (17' 4¾")
1,004
1
7,075
3
Dvorak
4.70 meters (15' 5")
819
Tie – 10 
6,967
4
 
3:00 p.m. Event 9: Javelin Throw
If ever did an athlete assert himself and announce to the world that he had indeed arrived, Sebrle chose the javelin to make his statement. He not only achieved a personal best, but he crushed his previous best by nearly 3 meters with a first place heave of 70.16 meters (230' 2¼") that electrified the crowd and stunned his competition. He also increased his lead to 310 points. But Sebrle needed an even greater feat to have a fighting chance at breaking the world record in the final event. Even if he would equal his 1,500-meter mark of 4:28.79, which he ran at the Sydney Games, he would fall 13 points short of his countryman’s record and 19 short of 9,000.
A weak throw by Lobodin (54.56 meters, 179' 0") dropped him back to fourth place, behind Nool (66.94 meters, 219' 7½") in second and Dvorak (66.66 meters, 218' 8¼") in third, each of whom also turned in subpar throws, some 5 meters below their best.
Standing After Event 9: javelin throw
Athlete
Mark
Event Points
Event Place
Total Points 
Total Place
Sebrle
70.16 meters (230' 2¼")
892
1
8,228
1
Nool
66.94 meters (219' 7½")
843
3
7,918
2
Dvorak
66.66 meters (218' 8¼")
839
4
7,806
3
5:30 p.m. Event 10: 1,500 Meters
Thirty hours after the meet began and with the spotlight glaring on Sebrle, it might have been expecting too much to ask the young Czech to exceed a personal record for the sixth time in a single meet. With victory assured, Sebrle could have waltzed around the track three-and-three-quarter times and bask in the adulation of the crowd. He knew that he needed a time of 4:26.68, which was more than two seconds faster than he had ever run. And since decathletes must focus on speed and strength in their training, the 1,500-meter run tends to be their weakest event. To make matters worst, it shows up at the end of the competition, when the decathletes have hung around on the track for two days and have stretched themselves to achieve peak performances in the nine previous events.

But Sebrle gave the fans at 
Moesle Stadium something to remember. He ran on the heels of the Hungarian Zsivoczky as if his life depended on the outcome, finishing just 0.13 of a second behind in second place—and with a staggering time of 4:21.98, for 798 points, another personal best by nearly 7 seconds! The scoreboard read 9,026 points overall, a new world record and the first performance over 9,000.
Dvorak closed some of the point spread between himself and Nool, but he took third place with a point total of 8,527, 77 points behind Nool.
Standing After Event 10: 1,500 meters
Athlete
Mark
Event Points
Event Place
Total Points 
Total Place
Sebrle
4 minutes, 21.98 seconds
798
2
9,026
1
Nool
4 minutes, 39.11 seconds
686
9
8,604
2
Dvorak
4 minutes, 33.58 seconds
721
6
8,527
3
A New Standard
Sebrle’s numbers are amazing for more reasons than his 422-point margin of victory. For one reason, he attained six personal bests in decathlon competition while coming close to his personal bests in the other four events. For another reason, he won five events (100, long jump, high jump, hurdles, and javelin), took second place twice (discus, 1,500 meters), third place once (400 meters), and fifth place once (shot put), with his worst showing being a respectable seventh in the pole vault. For another reason, he improved his first-day best score by 99 points and his second-day best score by 170 points. For yet another reason, he turned in an all-time top-five performance on both Day 1 and Day 2. (His 4,675 on Day 1 ranked him as fifth on the all-time list; his 4,351 on Day 2 ranked him fourth all time.) And for still another reason, at 26, he has yet to reach his peak.
It took 29 years to move from the 7,000-point barrier to the 8,000-point barrier, and another 38 years to cross the 9,000-point threshold. Ten thousand points may not happen in our lifetime; however, decathlon fans now have every reason to expect more 9,000’s from this extraordinary decathlete.
Roman Sebrle’s World Record Decathlon, Hypobank Meet, Gotzis, Austria, 26-27 May, 2001: 9,026 Points
100
Lj
Sp
Hj
400
110h
Dt
PV
JT
1,500
10.64
8.11
15.33
2.12
47.79
13.92
47.92
4.80
70.16
4:21.98
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